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This morning we are going to talk about peace. Often around the holidays you will see the phrase
“peace on earth” plastered all over on various Christmas cards and Christmas decorations. This idea
of “peace on earth” is an idea that almost everyone can agree with, whether they are a Christ-follower
or not. Sandra Bullock stars in a movie called, “Miss Congeniality.” The movie is about her role as an
undercover cop who competes in a beauty pageant in an effort to solve a crime. If you watch this link
https://youtu.be/B1ZOWwW2agQ , then you’ll see how each beauty contestant answers the question:
“What is the one most important thing our society needs?” “World Peace” is everyone’s answer. One
of the most important things that our society needs is peace. Even Sandra Bullock agrees! Seriously
though, an absence of peace is all too easy to find. There is often fighting in our homes, our
workplaces, our schools, and around the globe. SO MANY people have not been able to find peace
on this earth. We could all use a little more peace in our lives. But, how do we find peace on this
earth? We’re going to talk about that today as we take a closer look at Luke 2:1-14. Please stop
reading this transcript, and take a minute to read it now.
If ever there is a time for “peace on earth,” it’s Christmastime! It’s a time to set aside our crazy,
busy, distracted lives and think about the things that matter most. It’s a time to set aside our petty
quarrels, to bury the hatchet for a few days, and to TRY to just all get along.1 But a lot of the peace
that we enjoy around Christmastime is a shallow peace. It’s a hollow, fragile peace that will easily
crumble apart, a day or two after Christmas. IF it even lasts that long. We all want to have peace on
earth, peace in our relationships, peace in our homes, and… peace in our own inner selves. But
peace can be elusive, even when we just try to experience it for a few short days around Christmas.
Sometimes our efforts to embrace “peace on earth” end up backfiring and revealing just how much
our lives are really not at peace. I don’t mean to be a downer here. But I do want us to reflect on this
important question: what is keeping us from having genuine, lasting peace in our lives?
There are 2 keys to finding peace on this earth. Here’s the first key:
1. Finding peace on this earth begins by finding peace with God. Luke 2:14 declares, “Glory to God in
the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”2 One Christmas, I
can’t remember how long ago now, I remember being struck by the beauty and sobriety of this verse.
We were reading the classic Christmas story from Luke 2, the one we just read, when I realized that,
as beautiful as this verse is for us as Christ-followers, it is also sobering. This idea of “peace on earth”
is ONLY for those on whom God’s favor rests. But, it’s NOT for everyone who lives on planet earth.
That’s the sobering part. God’s favor does not rest on everyone. Thus, not everyone will have peace.
This, of course, begs the question, how do we each make sure that we are among this favored
group? How do we ensure that God’s peace is to US, toward US, that it’s in OUR lives?
Let’s dig into this idea of “peace.” Peace is about being free from fighting and conflict in our lives.
It’s about quiet and tranquility.3 It’s also a freedom from worry and anxiety. To put it in my own words,
peace is when our soul is at rest; it’s when our inner self is completely content and at ease. It’s
actually a bit challenging to frame precisely what we mean by peace. Regardless, we all know it’s
something very good and VERY desirable. Peace is “a state of well-being.”4
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To be more specific though, the verses that precede verse 14 are talking about peace as it is
related to the birth of Jesus. Luke 2:10-11 says, “But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring
you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has
been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.’”5 Therefore, this “peace on earth,” as related to Jesus,
is specifically linked to the Good News. Peace is being proclaimed because of a particular event in
history >>> the birth of the Messiah. This peace comes through the salvation that will be provided by
the Messiah. God’s peace is found by those who find salvation. God’s favor is on those who place
faith in Jesus the Messiah.
Earlier we read how verse 14 limited “peace on earth” only to those on whom God’s favor rests.
But here, in verse 10, it declares the “good news that will cause great joy for ALL the people.” So,
which one is it? Well, as it turns out, the phrase “all the people” may actually be Luke’s way of making
a particular reference to Israel. And yet, at the same time, Luke IS also trying to communicate
something very inclusive here.6 When the angels announced this amazing good news, they
announced it to the shepherds.7 This demonstrates that this good news was for anyone, despite their
financial, social, or religious position.8 It would be wrong for us to conclude from v. 14, that Jesus was
born into this world just so that He could bless the elite and the privileged. Luke makes it clear that
Jesus also came for the average, everyday kind of person.9 People like the shepherds, just the
common working class.10 From the highest of kings, to the lowest of peasants, the Messiah makes
salvation and peace with God, available to us all.11 Therefore, each one of us has a personal
opportunity to respond with joy at Christmas! This “peace on earth” that the angels are singing about
in verse 14 is a peace that God offers to anyone and everyone who will receive Christ as their Savior
and Lord. The words that the angel declared in verse 10 are indeed “good news that will cause great
joy for all [kinds of] people.”
Most of us would like to just jump right into finding peace in our day to day struggles. But, if we
genuinely want a lasting peace, it must begin by understanding that we are enemies with God
Himself. And THIS is our most urgent priority. You might be thinking, wait a minute, I’m not God’s
enemy! What did I ever do to make God my enemy? But the thing we sometimes fail to recognize is
that we are born into sin. No one had to teach us how to be selfish or how to be mean to others. We
come by it naturally, as part of our own human nature.
That’s why there is such a lack of peace on this earth. People all around us, and all around the
world, are not at peace with each other BECAUSE they are not at peace with God. Sin is in control of
our lives. It causes us to misbehave. And, it causes us to deny God and to distance ourselves from
God. Sin causes us to want to be in control of our own lives; to live whatever way WE want to live.
But living our own way, leads to death. There’s an Old Testament Proverb (14:12) that says, “There is
a way that appears to be right, but in the end it leads to death.” There are two ways that we can live
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our lives. Either we can choose to be in charge or we can let God be in charge: our God who created
us, who loves us, and who leads/teaches us the best way to enjoy a good and peace-filled life.
We often try to convince ourselves that we’ve got life all figured out. But then, the hurts and
disappointments and stresses of life hit us like a ton of bricks. It’s in those moments, that we need to
come to our senses. And it’s in those moments when we need to seek God’s favor. Here’s the good
news: this Christmas story is NOT just a nice story to make us feel warm and gooey inside (like a
good Christmas cookie!). Christmas is an historical event. Because God loves us, He sent a Savior.
This Savior is Jesus and He is the Messiah, one who was specially sent to deal with our sin problem
by later dying on the cross. So, the price for our peace was His death. But Jesus gladly laid down His
life. Jesus came to earth to bring peace between us and God. But we can’t have that peace until
God’s favor rests on us. The way we find God’s favor, the way we make peace with God, is by putting
our trust in what Jesus did on the cross.
This, then changes, everything. We are transformed from God’s enemy to God’s friend. Romans
5:1-2 says, “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now
stand…” And so “peace with God” is more than just a subjective feeling, it is also “an objective status,
a new relationship with God.”12 We go from living our lives apart from God and against God, to living
our lives with God and for God. And we discover peace. Amazing, incredible, much needed peace for
our very souls. Finding “peace on this earth” begins by finding peace with God. If you’ve not yet found
this peace, make sure you talk with someone today.
Once we’ve found peace with God, peace for our own souls, that still leaves a whole world around
us, that’s often filled with conflict and anxiety. So how do we find peace, amidst all the people and
problems in this world? This brings us to the second key to finding peace:
2. Finding peace on this earth broadens as we grow closer to God. Finding peace in our day to day
struggles will take some time. It will take some maturity and spiritual growth. But, over time, real
peace will broaden into every single area of our lives. Let’s look at Luke 2:14 once again. The angels
declare, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor
rests.” You see, once we find peace with God, His favor then continues to rest on us. And the longer
we remain in His favor, and let Him grow us and develop us into godly people, the stronger and wiser
and healthier we become as people. God begins to chisel off our rough edges and to heal our deep
inner wounds. He forms us and re-fashions us over time, to become more and more the people that
He intends us to be.13
However, and this is significant, just because we find our own personal peace with God, that
doesn’t mean we will suddenly be at peace with everyone around us. There are many people and
circumstances, that are far from the peace of God. In fact, Christ-followers are given some vital
counsel in Romans 12:18, “If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.”
We can only do our part, the part that depends on us. We can’t control or force other people into
peace. The fact is, until other people mature in their own walk with God, they may continue to
struggle to be at peace with the people and problems in their own life.14
Jesus said it this way in John 16:33, “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have
peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” We find an
amazing peace in Jesus, but we will still have trouble in this world. However, whatever that trouble
may be, now or into the future, Jesus gives us His reassurance that in Him we CAN have genuine,
lasting peace. As believers in Christ, we have access to genuine, lasting peace. Not a peace that is
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fabricated around the holidays, where everyone puts on a happy plastic smile for a few days. Rather,
the deep, soul-sustaining peace that comes from God.15
As we grow closer to God, one of the amazing things that happens, is that we become more and
more like Him, and we begin to reflect His peacemaking character. In fact, one of the things He leads
us to do, is to become peacemakers.16 Matthew 5:9 says, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will
be called children of God.” You see, as we grow closer and closer to God, we not only begin to
experience more and more peace in the midst of our own problems, but we also become
peacemakers on this earth. In the coming week, many of us will have the beautiful privilege of being a
peaceful presence at various holiday gatherings. We will be placed in challenging situations, but we
will have the ability, through Christ, to promote the peace of God to those around us.
There is a beautiful prayer for peace that is often attributed to St. Francis of Assisi. May this be
our prayer today:
“Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:
where there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy.
O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console, to be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are
born to eternal life. Amen.
This prayer reflects the goodness and majesty of God. He transforms us, from people who were
once His enemies, into people who are now His peacemakers on this earth. Jesus is worthy of our
devotion. He brings us into peace with God. He brings us into peace with one another. He offers us a
peace that passes understanding, even for our own toughest problems. And, He transforms us into
peacemakers on this earth. Because of all He’s done for us and because of all He is still doing for us
and through us every day, He is worthy of our worship this Christmas.

Jesus is the one who brings “peace on earth!”
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Each time we bring our anxieties to God, it invites His peace into those situations. A favorite Christmas verse for many people is Isaiah 9:6, “For to us
a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, PRINCE OF PEACE.” Indeed, He is our Prince of Peace!
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